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From Hakata’s Gate To Today’s
Fukuoka: A Walk Through Gofukumachi

This series introduces Fukuoka Realty properties
together with the character and appeal of the

neighborhoods around them. This time, we walk
through the Gofukumachi and Gion area, located

between Tenjin and Hakata.

Here, Hakata’s history remains in its temples, shrines,
and old street layout, while offices, residences, new
shops, and hotels continue to reshape the streetscape
little by little. As movement through central Fukuoka
expands, this is an area worth looking at again: a place
where business, daily life, and history intersect.

In a city undergoing steady renewal, we look at what

gives Gofukumachi and Gion their appeal, and what

role this area plays within central Fukuoka.

Hakata Sennen-no-Mon stands at the entrance to
Hakata Old Town. Built in 2014 through a joint effort

by the local community and Fukuoka City, it is a
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welcome gate to the temple district, created with
hopes for Hakata’s continued prosperity. Pass through
the gate and Jotenji-dori Avenue leads from Hakata
Station toward the old town, where temple roofs and

greenery appear among small shops, homes, and

offices.

Around this area, different layers of Hakata’s long role
as a place that welcomes people overlap. Nearby
Dekimachi Park marks the site of the first Hakata
Station, which opened in 1889. Today’s Hakata Station
stands about 650 meters to the southeast, linking
Honshu and Kyushu by shinkansen. Fukuoka Airport
is also about five minutes away by subway. Follow
Taihaku-dori Avenue north and the route passes
through Gofukumachi toward the waterfront, where
international conference and exhibition facilities are

concentrated, and onward to the port.



Rail, airport, port. And Hakata, which once welcomed
people and culture from across the sea. The eras and
modes of transport have changed, but one defining
feature of this area remains: several gateways lie

within a remarkably short distance of one another.

Lanes Where Hakata’s Past Remains

Jotenji Temple was founded in 1242. Xie Guoming, a
Song Chinese merchant active in overseas trade from
his base in Hakata, was its principal patron, and
invited Shoichi Kokushi, who had studied in Song
China, to become the temple’s founding priest. Milling
techniques brought back by Shoichi Kokushi are said
to have helped spread flour-based foods such as udon,

soba, and manju.
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Jotenji is also known for its connection to the origins
of Hakata Gion Yamakasa, a festival with a history of
about 780 years. The main festival takes place in July,
but preparations begin in June, with local people
taking part alongside their work and daily lives.
Yamakasa, which passes down community
self-governance, human ties, and local roles from one
generation to the next, remains a living urban culture

within Hakata's everyday life.

A short walk away is Shofukuji Temple, founded by
Eisai in 1195 and considered Japan’s first full-fledged
Zen temple. Around the 12th century, Hakata
flourished as a trading hub with Song China, with
people, goods, and culture crossing the sea. Zen, food,
and festivals are all part of the history of things that

arrived from outside and became part of daily life here.



urban density, yet the sky feels close. This sense of

scale is also part of Fukuoka’s character.

A City Where Old And New Mix

What makes Gofukumachi distinctive is that the
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Global Work, Small-Scale Commerce
Gofukumachi’s character as a district connected to the
outside world continues today. Hakata FD Business

Center, completed in 2023, is one of its new faces.

Step above ground from Gofukumachi Subway Station

and offices line Meiji-dori Avenue, with open sky
spreading above them. In Fukuoka, where the airport

is close to the city center, aviation law height

restrictions have long shaped the skyline. The city has
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Its gently rippling glass facade was designed by Danish
architects Schmidt Hammer Lassen. With publicly
accessible green space and art, as well as
disaster-response business continuity, environmental
considerations, and comfort for workers, it offers the
modern office qualities sought by companies from
Japan and overseas when choosing a Fukuoka base. Its
tenants include companies with international
networks, such as Accenture, Marsh Japan, Mercer

Japan, and State Street Trust and Banking.

At the same time, step into the side streets and you
find small offices, independent shops, restaurants, and
other businesses that support the city’s daily life. At
lunchtime, people working for major companies, shop
owners, travelers, and local residents pass through the
same noren curtains. Business, tourism, and everyday
life are not divided into separate places. They overlap
as part of the same cityscape. This closeness gives

Gofukumachi its distinctive rhythm.

Where Offices Meet The City

Gofukumachi Business Center, completed in 2003,
combines a design by Michael Graves with the
convenience of direct subway station access. Twenty
years later, Hakata FD Business Center places new
value not only on worker comfort, but also on how the

building opens itself to the city.
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What matters now is how offices interact with the
streets around them. Step out for lunch and there are
independent shops and restaurants. Walk through the
lanes and you encounter temple greenery. Time spent
working and time spent in the city are connected, not

separated.

That same feeling extends to life in Fukuoka. People
can work in the city center, then on weekends run
along the coast, surf, or drink coffee by the sea. With
the ocean and mountains close by, building a career in
the city and living near nature can be part of the same
lifestyle. A certain West Coast lightness is one of

Fukuoka’s charms.

In the fiscal 2025 citizen survey, 97.4% of respondents
said Fukuoka was “easy to live in.” From 2015 to 2025,
Fukuoka also ranked first among Japan's 21 major
cities in both population increase and growth rate. The
city is being chosen not only as a place to work, but
also for the streets and lifestyle beyond the office. That

is helping drive Fukuoka’s growth.



When A Tourist Area Becomes A City

Walk through Fukuoka and visitors from Japan, along
with overseas travelers mainly from Asia, blend
naturally into the everyday cityscape. In a city where
both the airport and port are close to the center, people
arriving from abroad are part of daily life. This
openness to the outside world, and this habit of
welcoming people, is one of Fukuoka’s defining traits.

It continues from the days when Hakata prospered

through trade.

Hakata Old Town also receives this flow of people.
When people visit, work is created in accommodation,
dining, guiding, and other fields. Workers commute,
live in the area, and support local shops and culture. A
tourist area becomes a city when that movement of
people overlaps with work and daily life, and begins to

nurture the next culture.
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In Tenjin, Tenjin Big Bang is promoting

redevelopment and the renewal of public spaces.
Around Hakata Station, Hakata Connected is
advancing projects to improve circulation around the
station area. The Nishinippon City Building, which
opened in July 2026, includes Connected Core, a
publicly accessible open space inside and outside the
building. Through its lower-floor shops and hall, and a
promenade leading toward Meiji Park, it is helping
extend the flow of people from the station front into

the surrounding area.

Beyond it, Meiji Park has also changed significantly.
Along with its lawn plaza, the park now includes
multi-level walkways, terraces, dining spaces, and an
urban spa, creating a place near the station where
people can stop and spend time. The changes brought
by Hakata Connected are beginning to appear as a
visible part of the cityscape: not only renewing
buildings, but also changing how people walk through

and spend time in the city.



Between the two growth hubs of Tenjin and Hakata
lies Gofukumachi. While connecting flows of people
toward the old town and the port, this area retains its
historic street layout and its own sense of scale. As
movement through central Fukuoka expands, the
significance of Gofukumachi’s position becomes

clearer.

If Hakata Sennen-no-Mon is the gate to the old town,

Gofukumachi is also a gateway connecting several
different faces of Fukuoka. Companies connected to
the world, commerce in the lanes, Zen temples,

Yamakasa, visitors from Japan and overseas, and the
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sea just a little farther on. Here, work and travel, daily
life and culture, the new and the old all meet within a

short distance.

In recent years, there have also been more
opportunities not only to preserve the area’s history,

but to enjoy it as part of contemporary city life.

In autumn, events are held across the area as part of

Hakata Akihaku, including traditional temple and

shrine events, guided walks, food programs, and
cultural activities. Among them, Hakata Old Town
Light-up Walk: Sennen Koya and Hakata Tomyo
Watching, in which local residents illuminate the
streets with handmade lanterns, have become familiar

ways to experience the historic townscape more

closely.

Rather than treating history only as a tourism resource
to be observed, the people who live here, work here,
and visit here are helping carry its appeal into the
present. That cycle also shows why Gofukumachi and
Hakata Old Town are not only tourist areas, but living

parts of the city that continue to move and change.


https://www.fukuoka-now.com/en/guides/hakata-akihaku-guide/
https://www.hakata-light.jp/
https://www.hakata-light.jp/
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